ABSTRACT. The state of knowledge of the Kateretidae and Nitidulidae in the Mazovian Lowland is summarized, including new records and a complete set of original literature data. In total, 9 species of Kateretidae and 79 species of Nitidulidae are listed, of which 1 species of the Kateretidae and 13 of the Nitidulidae were not previously reported.
INTRODUCTION
When Catalogus Faunae Poloniae (KFP) was published (BURAKOWSKI et al. 1986 ), the inventory of nitidulid fauna of the Mazovian Lowland was far from complete. The catalogue reported only 36 species out of the 110 known from Poland at that time. The Kateretidae family was relatively better known, represented by 7 species of the 15 occurring in the country. During the 30 years since that time, the number of Nitidulidae has risen to 66 species and that of the Kateretidae to 8 species, thanks to new publications (BYK et al. 1998; LASOŃ 1998a LASOŃ , 2004 KUBISZ et al. 2000; LASOŃ & MIŁKOWSKI 2011) .
The aim of this paper is to give a summary of the current state of knowledge on the Kateretidae and Nitidulidae of the Mazovian Lowland based on published and original new data. geographical regionalization system, the Mazovian Lowland is confined to two macroregions: the Northern Mazovian Lowland and the Central Mazovian Lowland, so that the two localities mentioned in the bibliography (see below) -Rawa Mazowiecka (UTM DC43) and Stara Wieś near Grójec (UTM DC84) -can then be excluded from faunistic analyses of the Mazovian Lowland. These localities belong to the more elevated macroregion of the South Mazovian Uplands. The remaining localities fit both definitions of the Mazovian Lowland. For the KFP-defined Mazovian Lowland the relevant UTM squares cover roughly 13% of the area (42 of 331), whereas for Kondracki's definition the relevant proportion is ca 11% (40 of 349). The new data increased the number of UTM squares visited by one third (9 new as opposed to 31 squares from the existing data), covering half of the total number of sites of visited (21 UTM squares). A considerable part of the data were collected from the vicinities of Warsaw and the Kampinos National Park. (TENENBAUM 1923 , KUBISZ & SZWAŁKO 1999 . The species is on the Red List of invertebrates (GŁOWACIŃSKI 1992) under the "Data Deficient" category.
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DISCUSSION
Little detailed knowledge is available of the species distribution of these two not very species-rich families of beetles. The majority of the species are highly specialized, occurring in specific sites usually associated with their food resources, e.g. the fermenting sap of trees for some Epuraea species, or the flowers of particular plants for many members of the Meligethini. This is one of the main reasons for the scarcity of records. Although the authors of this analysis gave preferential treatment to the city of Warsaw and surrounding areas, the results show that even in the case of species-poor groups, local faunal inventories can significantly increase when proper collection methods are applied. A large proportion of the new records were acquired from just a few localities, and window traps turned to be an efficient method for the detection of species from the two families studied.
We suggest that future regional analyses of Polish beetle fauna should be subject to more thorough considerations of geographical definitions of the areas they refer to. Differences in borders may cause differences in the species inventories of the areas compared, depending on the diversity of habitats that are excluded or included by the change of borders. If more data on the insect groups analysed in this article were available, the counts and composition of the species from the Mazovian Lowland would surely be quite different, depending on the delimitation of its boundaries.
